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A MESSAGE FROM YOUR SECRETARY 
 

Dear Members, 

 

When I sat down to draft this Newsletter, I searched my PC for the last copy I sent. Oh dear! It looks 

as if it was May 2016. So please accept my apologies for such a long gap and my thanks for bearing 

with us for so long. I and my committee colleagues will work on sending Newsletters out much more 

often in future. 

 

So, we have a lot to catch up on. Most important, we must mark the very sad passing of our 

President, Sir Gerald Kaufman. It is just over a year since the news came through, and I know many 

of you were very upset to know that Sir Gerald would no longer be keeping a close eye on activities 

in Platt Fields, one of his favourite parks.  

 

Some of you may have heard about the proposal to plant 47 trees for Sir Gerald, one for each year he 

spent as an MP, first for Manchester Ardwick, then for Manchester Gorton. The 47 trees will be 

planted primarily in the Rusholme ward where he had his constituency home. The committee will 

play an active role in the project as it rolls out. If any of you have any requests for the planting of 

particular trees in particular places, in and around Platt Fields, please let us know on 

email@plattfields.org. We’d love to incorporate your ideas if we can. 

 

What might be a surprise to you to find out is that, as well as serving as an MP from 1970, being a 

government minister in the 1970s, a member of the Shadow Cabinet in the 1980s, knighted in 2004, 

and then becoming Father of the House in 2015, Sir Gerald, also found time to write a number of 

books.  

 

One was cultural - Meet Me in St Louis, a study of the 1944 Judy Garland film for which he 

interviewed many of the stars; another was political - How to be a Minister, first published, to rave 

reviews, in 1980; and he also wrote a memoir - My Life in the Silver Screen. There are still a few 

copies available on the internet. I’ve ordered the second two - I’ll let you know what I learn! 

 

Also, we must mark the passing of Victor Blunden in September 2016. Many of you will know that 

Victor loved Platt Fields park, and spent a lot of time over the years contributing as a committee 

member. He was a key driving force during the preparations for the park’s centenary celebrations 

back in 2009-2010. 
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Victor was very knowledgeable about the park, about both the wildlife and greenery, and I, for one, 

used to enjoy reading his Wildlife Reports, some of which are still available on the website: 

http://www.plattfields.org/ecology.htm. 

 

We plan to commemorate Victor’s contribution to the park somehow too. Our current thinking is to 

name the Millennium Wood after him. The wood runs along the boundary with the Platt Lane Sports 

Complex. As the wood grows it will provide a haven for biodiversity as well as a rustic screen in 

front of the sports fencing and buildings. If any of you have any ideas for commemorating Victor and 

his contribution to the park, please let us know. 

 

The committee lost the wisdom and the experience of Alderman Peter Morrison when he decided to 

step down due to ill health. He is much missed – we newer committee members could always rely on 

a steer from Peter whenever we needed it. We thank him hugely for his support for the park 

throughout the many years he was on the committee. 

 

As always in our Newsletters we ask you to help us grow the FoPF membership and we include a 

membership application form with this Newsletter. The more members the merrier, as far as we’re 

concerned, and it gives us a stronger voice in protecting and improving your park, so please 

encourage your local family members, and your friends and neighbours to consider joining.  

 

Finally, I offer my sincere thanks to you for your continued support as members of the Friends of 

Platt Fields, and if you have any questions for me in my role as Honorary Secretary, or for the 

committee, please contact me. 

 

Sue Devlin 

Honorary Secretary, Friends of Platt Fields 

 

PS: SUBSCRIPTIONS & MEMBERSHIPS 
 

We will be chasing up subscriptions in the coming weeks - you will receive a personalised reminder 

of any amounts owing with this Newsletter. Please note that we committee members don’t enjoy 

chasing subscriptions, but they pay for the necessary costs of running the Friends, in particular, the 

insurance to cover our volunteer sessions and events, and the costs of paper and postage for our 

members who receive information hardcopy by post. 

 

If you can, please help us to reduce costs, and to reduce the time we spend collecting subscriptions: 

 

• If you have an email address and are happy to receive information electronically, please let us 

know your email address by emailing info@plattfields.org.  

• Please consider setting up an annual standing order direct into our bank account. Full details on 

how to do this are included with your personalised subscription reminder. 

 

Finally, please help us increase our membership – encourage your family, friends and work 

colleagues to join if they care about the park. The more members we have, the stronger our voice is 

in protecting, improving and promoting our lovely park. We have enclosed an application form for 

you to pass on. 

 

PPS: LOVING OUR LOGO? 
 

Alex Lewis, new committee member and all-round star creative, has designed a new logo – you can 

see it on the photograph on the first page. Do you like it? Let us know on email@plattfields.org.  
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COMMITTEE UPDATE 
 
Your committee currently comprises the following members: 

 

Doug Fisher (Chair) 

Sue Devlin (Secretary) 

Peter Hesham (Treasurer) 

Jean Griffin (Archivist) 

 

Dan Thomson (Joint Lead, Volunteer Sunday) 

George Sanders (Assistant Treasurer) 

Alex Lewis (Joint Lead, Volunteer Sunday) 

David Plant (Joint Lead, Volunteer Sunday) 

During the past year, Lauryn McLoughlin and Tim Johns have stepped down from the committee 

due to an increase in their other commitments. So, we were delighted to welcome a new committee 

member at last month’s meeting - Kath Walls.  

 

Our constitution allows for 12 committee members, so there’s room for three more! Please contact us 

on email@plattfields.org to find out more. 

 

********************************************************************************* 

 
ACTIVITIES UPDATE 
 

Since May 2016, your committee members have been involved in many activities:  

 

• Our Archivist, Jean Griffin, has continued the work with Manchester Central Library to 

“digitise” FoPF’s extensive archives to preserve them for future generations and to make them 

more widely available to the general public. We now have two large maps of the park that prove 

particularly popular when we take the archive to local history events, eg, Jean exhibited the 

archive, and the maps, at the biennial Manchester Histories Festival in June 2016 and hopes to do 

so again this coming June. 

• Jean has also responded to requests to take the Platt Fields archive to local community groups. It 

is clear from the discussions at these events that people love parks, and parks always hold dear 

memories for people – they remember trips to Platt Fields as children, and then have memories of 

taking their own children to Platt Fields, and their grandchildren too. 

• Jean has rescued some old photographs from dusty folders and had them framed and mounted on 

the wall inside the Lakeside. She has also had the poem from the plinth – you may recall it was 

‘stolen’ from the stone plinth in front of Platt Hall and abandoned nearby - mounted on the wall, 

and has a similar plan for the plaque from Australia House that has recently come to light. 

• Our Volunteer Leads, Jean Griffin, Dan Thomson, Alex Lewis and David Plant, have run more 

than twenty Volunteer Sunday Sessions and completed a number of park maintenance and 

improvement tasks. These tasks have included planting a mass of seasonal bulbs each winter – 

with the help of now-former member, Tim Johns, and carrying out regular maintenance to the 

community and soft fruit orchards. 

• We have advertised our volunteer activities to a number of sources of volunteers - University of 

Manchester, Do-It, Manchester Community Central - and to our own long list of people who are 

willing to lend an occasional hand to help keep the park looking good. We now promote the 

volunteering events to over 500 people – let’s hope they don’t all decide to turn up at the same 

time! 

• We have built on the success of FoPF’s first Guided Tree Walk, arranged by now-former 

committee member, Tim Johns, by holding more of them. But how sad it is to have to keep 

seeing the damage done to the Indian Bean Tree (Catalpa bignonioides) just outside Platt Hall. 

Why do people think it’s ok to damage trees? 

• We continue to hold our most popular event – the Annual Bat Walk – to celebrate the 

International Bat Weekend. We are grateful to the South Lancashire Bat Group for the support 
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and expertise that enables us to run this event each year. It attracts people of all ages from far and 

wide, and, come rain or shine, we still venture out round the lake with those bat detectors!   

• Our Volunteer Leads, Jean, Dan, Alex and David have continued to ensure the participation of 

Platt Fields’ Community Orchard in the Urban Orchard Project. We celebrated Apple Day in 

October 2016 and 2017 and have held two Wassail events. We have learnt that Wassail gets its 

name from the Old Norse "ves heil" and Old English “was hál”, literally: “be hale”, “be well”, 

and is a tradition to awaken the cider apple trees from their winter slumber and to scare away evil 

spirits to ensure a good harvest of fruit in the autumn. 

• Alex and David have done tremendous work in this area of the park. Alex has created hand-

drawn ‘maps’ of the planting scheme in each section of the orchard. Alex and David researched 

and recommended the purchase of apple pressing equipment to make apple juice, and they have 

mugged up on the cider-making process, though, of course, we aren’t allowed to brew cider in 

the park!   

• Possibly the highlight of our year was when we found out that Alex and David’s work had 

culminated in Platt Fields’ Community Orchard winning first prize in the first “Helping Britain 

Blossom Community Orchard Awards”, plus a cheque for £1,000 to invest in the Platt Fields 

orchard area. **Winners** 

• But then another highlight, Trinity Church on Platt Lane held a Spring Fair in May 2017, and the 

planning team decided that the net proceeds from the fair would be donated to Friends of Platt 

Fields. The team wanted the proceeds to be fed back into the community, and they decided what 

better way than into the very park the church is in! We were delighted to accept a cheque for the 

huge sum of £1,295.24. We’re working on how best to use the funds in a way that improves the 

park and also acknowledges the generosity of Trinity Church.  

• In fact, 2017 has been full of highlights. In June 2017, we heard from Key Fletcher, a Friends of 

Platt Fields founding member and long-time committee member, that we were to be offered a 

donation resulting from the closure of a local charity of £20,000. Naturally, for such a sum, we 

are required to produce a project proposal that is appropriate, deliverable, and sustainable, 

something we are still working on.  

• We have responded to 178 enquiries about the park made via the www.plattfields.org   website 

on all sorts of subjects – from requesting memorial benches to sharing memories of Platt Fields, 

from complaints about the park, to our favourite types of enquiries – how to volunteer in the park 

and how to join the Friends. 

• We keep light-touch liaison with other park user groups – South Manchester Model Boat Club, 

Platt Fields Bike Hub, Grow the Green, Skateboard Park Users, Manchester BMX, British 

Military Fitness and South Manchester parkrun and junior parkrun. 

• We’ve welcomed other new groups into the park since 2016 - ParkLives Buggy Bootcamp and 

Parklives Tai Chi (both now ended but great while they lasted), and Happy Bootcamp and Platt 

Fields Market Garden. 

• We’ve thought about and discussed interesting proposals for the park. Those of you who came to 

the AGM in 2016 may remember Phil Barton’s proposal, on behalf of Creative Rusholme, for an 

art competition to decide what should be placed on the now-empty plinth in front of Platt Hall, 

where the statue of Abraham Lincoln once stood. Also, we’ve had the proposal to build a 

Shaheed Minar monument to celebrate International Mother Language Day. Neither of these has 

moved forward as yet. 

• We’ve continued to participate in other related groups and relevant consultations, including 

AMOSS – the Association of Manchester Open Space Societies, and Manchester City Council’s 

Parks Strategy consultation and Dog Controls consultations. 
 

So, yes, we have been, and still are, busy! 
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PARK MANAGEMENT UPDATE 
 
We continue to work in liaison with Manchester City Council’s Park Management team for Platt 

Fields: Debra Conroy, Central Parks Manager, and Nigel Day, Central Neighbourhood  

Engagement/Delivery Officer.  

 

MCC has been putting a focus on encouraging corporate volunteering, in line with many companies’ 

investment in social responsibility agendas. For Platt Fields, this has resulted in major improvements 

to the park’s appearance and accessibility: 

 

• A team of 30 from the Co-op spending fours hours tidying up the Shakespearean Garden. 

• A team of 12 from British Gas clearing over 100 metres of storm drain by the ‘back path’ to 

prevent the flooding that has been happening over the past three years. The team cut back foliage 

and dredged a ditch to improve the run-off of water during wet periods. This has improved access 

for the regular Saturday morning parkrun as well as for dog- walkers. The same team also gave 

time to paint the fencing near to the lake to improve the park’s appearance. 

• Other corporate volunteer teams have repaired and painted damaged fencing near the lake and 

cleared some trees of epicormic growth along Lime Avenue. 

 

A major MCC milestone has been the publication of the Parks Strategy. This was launched as a 

hardcopy-only document at an event on Saturday 2nd December 2017 in the Town Hall. The formal 

version, in the form of a Report to the Communities and Equalities Scrutiny Committee - 4 January 

2017 Executive - 11 January 2017, is available online on MCC’s website:  

http://www.manchester.gov.uk/download/meetings/id/22403/item_17_-

_manchester_parks_strategy_2017_%E2%80%93_2026. 

 

********************************************************************************* 

 
PLATT HALL UPDATE 
 
We were all disappointed to hear about the need to close the Gallery of Costume last year due to the 

infestation of clothes moths and some of us began to fear for its future, but there is a light on the 

horizon. The report from the Interim Director of Manchester City Galleries and the City Treasurer to 

the Manchester City Council Art Galleries Committee on 7 February 2018 contained no less than 24 

mentions of Platt Hall. The key points made were: 

 

“We are currently undertaking a programme of conservation at Platt Hall to eradicate a moth 

infestation and safeguard the collection. All items on display (and their display cases) have been 

removed to protect the collection and allow thorough cleaning and essential work to floors and floor 

voids to prevent reinfestation. Whilst this programme continues, Platt Hall is closed to the public. 

Access to the collections will be maintained for students, researchers and interested groups, and we 

will develop new opportunities for people to become actively engaged in the collection and in the 

development of the site. The transformation of Platt Hall is a priority going forward.” 

 

“We will take forward the capital programme for galleries that will transform Platt Hall and 

increase access and use of our collection of art, fashion and dress, and craft and design. The 

programme will deliver: 

 

• The development of Platt Hall to create a unique cultural people-focused experience that draws 

across our collection of art, craft, design, and dress to tell stories, explore themes and create 

conversations. Working with artists, makers and communities, we will also provide opportunities 

for creative practice, where people can learn new skills, create art, and co-curate. It will be a 
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catalyst for the rejuvenation of the park, and provide a much-needed café, and opportunities for 

commercial hire and weddings, to support its operation. 

• A new dedicated gallery for fashion and dress at Manchester Art Gallery that will enable more of 

the world class collection (second only to the V&A and nationally designated as a collection of 

pre-eminent importance) to be seen and enjoyed. 

• A new Collection Resource Centre at Queens Park Conservation Studios (originally 

Manchester’s first purpose-built art gallery) that will quadruple the collection housing capacity 

of the building and open up the highly skilled and deeply fascinating work of our conservators to 

the public. 

 
Source: http://www.manchester.gov.uk/download/meetings/id/24629/7_-

_manchester_city_galleries_report_and_revenue_budget_201819. 

 

********************************************************************************* 

 

EVENTS UPDATE – DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 
 
Watch out for upcoming events organised by your committee – we are working on dates for another 

tree walk and for our AGM. Meantime, here are two events for those interested in learning more 

about the park and our area, or more about urban forests. 
 

Sunday 29th April 

3.30pm 

£10 per person. 

Booking ahead is 

advised. 

Meet outside the 

Gallery of Costume 

entrance, Platt Lane, 

Manchester, M14 

5LL. 

 

Award-winning Manchester tour guide, Jonathan Schofield, is coming to 

our park - Platt Fields, Birch Fields and Rusholme Tour -  

A TOUR around a fascinating area of the city filled with great stories and 

impressive sites as well as lots of associations with great characters such 

as the Pankhursts, the Behrens family, Major-General Worsley, Edmund 

Sharpe, Sunny Lowry and Neville Cardus. 

We pass by the Gallery of Costume in Platt Fields Hall, a handsome 

Georgian residence, the crazy terracotta church of Holy Trinity, ruined 

medieval remnants, the mysterious Anglo-Saxon Nico Ditch which was 

possibly the boundary between Mercia and Northumbria. The list goes on; 

there are grand houses to view, mighty educational establishments, stories 

of FA Cup Finals and champion cyclists plus time for a drink at the 

conclusion of the tour in the former house of epic engineer Sir Joseph 

Whitworth and CP Scott, the celebrated Manchester Guardian editor. 

Website: https://www.jonathanschofieldtours.com/contact-details-and-

biography.html. Booking: https://www.jonathanschofieldtours.com/platt-

fields-birch-fields-and-rusholme-tour.html. 

 

Wednesday 2nd May  

9.30am – 2.00pm. 

£25 + VAT & Fees 

Includes Lunch 

The Whitworth 

Oxford Road  

Manchester  

M15 6ER  

 

 

 

City of Trees Seminar - Securing Our Urban Forests of the Future 

This seminar brings together key organisations in the urban forestry 

sector, as well as sharing best practice from across the globe and is for all 

those with a vested interest in securing our trees and woods for the benefit 

of both people and the environment. There is also an optional pre-booked 

walking tour of the University of Manchester’s tree trail. 

Tickets are priced at just £25 + VAT and fees and include lunch. There 

are limited free places for students and the Greater Manchester Forest 

Partnership. 

More information at: http://www.cityoftrees.org.uk/event/seminar-

securing-our-urban-forests-future. Booking is via Eventbrite. 
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