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Manchester City Council 
Report for Resolution 

 
Report to: Communities and Neighbourhoods Overview & Scrutiny 

Committee – 10 January 2012  
   Executive – 18 January 2012 
 
Subject:  Manchester Biodiversity Action Plan 2012-16 
 
Report of:   Deputy Chief Executive (Neighbourhoods) 
 
 
Summary 
 
The Manchester Biodiversity Strategy and Action Plan 2005-10 was approved by the 
Council’s Executive in 2005. This report provides an introduction to the new plan for 
2012-16, which covers progress since 2005, key changes in biodiversity policy and 
legislation, and the detailed action plan for the next five years. 
 
This report also provides an overview of the City Council’s role and the importance of 
ongoing partnership working to deliver the new plan in the context of the Council’s 
new budget. This includes the commitment for Manchester to continue to work with 
Greater Manchester partners to develop and deliver a coordinated approach to 
natural environment activity which maximises impact and value for money. 
 
 
Recommendations 
 
That the Executive: 
 

1. Approve the Action Plan and the commitments contained within for the City 
Council to work with existing and new partners to help deliver the Plan. 

 
 
 
Wards Affected: All 
 

Community Strategy Spine Summary of the contribution to the strategy 

Performance of the economy of 
the region and sub region 

In the North West green infrastructure provides a 
wide range of economic benefits, including: direct 
employment in land management; adding up to 
18% to property values; increasing employee 
productivity, and; reducing the need for capital-
intensive flood risk management works. There are 
examples of these and other benefits in Greater 
Manchester. 
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Reaching full potential in 
education and employment 

By 2016 all Manchester school children will be 
learning about the value of nature in the city and 
the steps they can take to protect and enhance it.  

Individual and collective self 
esteem – mutual respect 

Over 130,000 people have been engaged in 
biodiversity-related activities in their local areas, 
workplaces and schools, since 2005. Building on 
this platform will help to further ensure that 
Manchester residents and employees have pride 
in their city and continue to take positive action to 
support local biodiversity. 

Neighbourhoods of choice Neighbourhoods with areas of natural 
environment provide opportunities for outdoor 
recreation, walking and cycling, can improve the 
general appearance of an area, and reduce levels 
of pollution which can lead to asthma and heart 
disease. 

 
Full details are in the body of the report, along w ith any implications for: 
 

• Equal Opportunities Policy 
• Risk Management 
• Legal Considerations 

 
 
Financial Consequences – Revenue 
 
None. 
 
Financial Consequences – Capital 
 
None.   
 
 
Contact Officers: 
 
Name: Vicky Rosin    
Position: Deputy Chief Executive (Neighbourhoods) 
Telephone: 0161 234 4051  
E-mail: v.rosin@manchester.gov.uk       

 
Name: Michael O’Doherty  
Position: Head of Climate Change; Buildings and Energy 
Telephone: 0161 234 4789 
E-mail: m.o’doherty@manchester.gov.uk 
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Background documents (available for public inspecti on): 
 
The following documents disclose important facts on which the report is based and 
have been relied upon in preparing the report.  Copies of the background documents 
are available up to 4 years after the date of the meeting.  If you would like a copy 
please contact one of the contact officers above. 
 

• Manchester Biodiversity Strategy and Action Plan 2005-10, Manchester City 
Council 

 
• Draft Manchester Biodiversity Action Plan 2012-16, Manchester City Council 

 
• Green Fix: Valuing Manchester’s Nature, Manchester City Council 

 
• Manchester City Council Climate Change Delivery Plan 2010-20, Manchester 

City Council 
 

• Natural Environment White Paper: The Natural Choice; Securing the Value of 
Nature, June 2011 
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1. Background 
 
1.1 The Manchester Biodiversity Strategy was approved by the City Council’s 

Executive in 2005, with the headline aim “to protect and enhance biodiversity in 
the city for current and future generations.” The strategy was also accompanied 
by a five-year action plan for 2005 to 2010 setting out specific actions for the 
City Council, partners, public and private businesses, and individuals to deliver 
for the benefit of the city’s biodiversity. 

 
1.2 Since 2005 significant progress has been made towards the city’s aim. The 

coverage of Local Nature Reserves has been increased from 19 hectares to 392 
hectares 130,000 people have been involved in wildlife-related events and; the 
city is home to eight out of 18 of the UK’s bat species and 43 of the country’s 59 
priority bird species. 

  
1.3 The Manchester Biodiversity Strategy has helped to drive these achievements 

and has also successfully galvanised activity across a diverse range of 
organisations and individuals involved in nature conservation. These and the 
increasing numbers of other stakeholders who are keen to play their part in the 
city’s biodiversity action provide a strong platform from which future activity can 
be delivered.  

 
1.4 There have also been important developments in both legislation and the policy 

context relating to biodiversity both on a local and global level. The Natural 
Environment and Rural Communities (NERC) Act 2006 gave local authorities a 
key role to play in the conservation of biodiversity. In 2011 the Natural 
Environment White Paper The Natural Choice: Securing the Value of Nature 
was published, followed in August by Biodiversity 2020: A Strategy for 
England’s Wildlife, all of which create the imperative for local action to protect 
UK biodiversity. 

 
1.5 The city’s climate change priorities also provide a new context for biodiversity 

action. In October 2010 the Executive approved the City Council’s Climate 
Change Delivery Plan 2010-20, which recognised the critical role of the natural 
environment in helping the city to adapt to future climate change.  

 
1.6 To that end the Council has committed to work with partners to put in place a 

Manchester Green Infrastructure Plan by the end of 2012, setting out how the 
quality and quantity of the city’s natural environment will be increased by 2020. 
This Biodiversity Action Plan will form part of this overarching Green 
Infrastructure Plan. 

 
1.7 The third key area it is important to understand is how the city’s resources and 

the approach to biodiversity have changed since 2005, particularly in the context 
of the current financial climate. The City Council has been restructured during 
2011, with a new area-based approach now in place for the delivery of some of 
the services relevant to this plan. Partner organisations are also now operating 
with new structures and reduced budgets.  
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1.8 These developments, however, will not limit the city’s ambitions for biodiversity. 
Rather they will require the City Council and partners to be even more 
innovative and collaborative when investing existing and new resources into the 
city’s natural environment.  

 
1.9 This has been the basis of the work on the action plan during 2011, a year of 

transition between the original Biodiversity Action Plan 2005-10 and the new 
plan for 2012-16. With this work now complete the city can be confident that this 
new five-year plan can be launched from a firm footing, with partners and 
stakeholders from across the city committed to its delivery.  

 
2. Development of the Manchester Biodiversity Actio n Plan 2012-16 
 
2.1 The final draft Action Plan is attached to this report and recommended for 

approval by the Executive. As set out above, the success to date and the 
delivery of the Action Plan 2012-16 are contingent on ongoing strong 
partnership working and the engagement of stakeholders from across the city. 
From this perspective, there have been three main strands to the development 
of this new action plan.  

 
Biodiversity Action Group 
 

2.2 The Biodiversity Action Group was established by the City Council in 2010 to 
review achievements made during 2005-10 and to develop the new action plan. 
The Group is made up of thirty partner organisations from statutory agencies 
such as Natural England and the Environment Agency, through to community 
and voluntary groups, all committed to protecting and enhancing Manchester’s 
natural environment.  

 
2.3 Their involvement has been an opportunity to celebrate their valuable work to 

date and cement a new partnership for future action on Manchester’s 
biodiversity. 

 
2.4 Part One of the draft Action Plan provides a summary of the activity which has 

been delivered during 2005-11, much of which has involved members of the 
Biodiversity Action Group. For example increasing the city’s Local Nature 
Reserve coverage from 19 hectares to 392 has involved close working between 
the City Council and Natural England through to the engagement of over 
130,000 people by the Wildabout Manchester campaign. Hundreds of events 
have been delivered by a range of partners during the campaign, from the 
BBC’s Springwatch Festival through to community tree planting delivered by 
Red Rose Forest, and the RSPB’s Manchester Peregrine Project which has 
engaged over 30,000 people to date. 

  
The Value of Biodiversity to Manchester’s Communities 

 
2.5 The Action Plan was also built on a public consultation project in 2010 by the 

City Council, Groundwork and Red Rose Forest, entitled Green Fix: Valuing 
Manchester’s Nature. The study provided a valuable snapshot of public 
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perceptions towards nature in Manchester and gave an accurate measure of 
current attitudes towards and interaction with biodiversity among local people. 

 
2.6 The project found that 95% of respondents were concerned about loss of wildlife 

in Manchester, 89% felt that nature had a role to play in their daily lives, and 
79% actively helped the environment in some way. See Part 3, Objective 4 of 
the draft Action Plan for further information. 
 

Greater Manchester 
 

2.7 A coordinated and collaborative approach to biodiversity across the ten local 
authority areas has been in place since 1992, with the establishment of the 
Greater Manchester Ecology Unit and the subsequent production of the Greater 
Manchester Biodiversity Action Plan. 

 
2.8 Future collaboration is key to the ongoing delivery of Greater Manchester’s 

biodiversity objectives and those of individual districts. 
 
2.9 With the approval of the Greater Manchester Climate Strategy and the Greater 

Manchester Green Infrastructure Framework by the Association of Greater 
Manchester Authorities in 2011, this provides a new policy context and high-
level commitment to the city region’s natural environment. 

 
2.10 Manchester’s Biodiversity Action Plan has been developed within this context 

and the involvement of key partners from across Greater Manchester. 
 

3. The City Council’s Role 
 
3.1 Taking action on the city’s biodiversity will require a diverse range of partners 

and stakeholders to work together. The City Council will have a key role in 
driving and coordinating this activity, making use of existing structures and 
groups wherever possible, and creating new ones wherever required. 

 
3.2 The City Council will also have a significant role to play as a deliverer of 

services which can benefit the city’s biodiversity. Each of these services has 
been engaged in the production of this plan and will have an ongoing role in its 
delivery.  

 
3.3 There are two main issues which the City Council will face in contributing to the 

delivery of this plan. In the short-term the Council’s new structures are currently 
being implemented, presenting challenges for some services to deliver their 
biodiversity commitments. In the long-term however, these new structures will 
enable biodiversity to become better embedded within the policies and practices 
of all relevant services. 

 
3.4 The second main issue will be the funding of new projects. Where City Council 

resources are not available, which will be the case in most instances, the 
approach will be to work with the Biodiversity Action Group and other partners to 
establish innovative solutions and secure funding from external sources. 
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4. Delivery, Monitoring and Evaluation 

 
4.1 As set out above, the Biodiversity Action Group and the City Council will have a 

central role in delivering key actions, providing an overview of the Plan’s 
delivery, and securing external resources for its delivery. Additional partners and 
citywide stakeholders will also be engaged to establish a citywide base of action 
on climate change. 
 

4.2 This group will meet regularly to report on progress, steer activity and oversee 
delivery of the action plan. The Group will report progress to the City Council’s 
Environmental Strategy Programme Board, the Manchester - A Certain Future 
Steering Group, the independent stakeholder group established to oversee 
delivery of the city’s climate change action plan, and to relevant Greater 
Manchester groups responsible for biodiversity and green infrastructure activity. 
 

4.3 Ongoing monitoring of progress against the Action Plan will be delivered within 
the structures set out above, with a commitment for a comprehensive review 
and action planning for post-2016 to be undertaken towards the end of the 
Plan’s life. 

 
5. Contributing to the Community Strategy  
 
 (a) Performance of the economy of the region and s ub region 
 
5.1 In the North West green infrastructure provides a wide range of economic 

benefits, including: direct employment in land management; adding up to 18% to 
property values; increasing employee productivity, and; reducing the need for 
capital-intensive flood risk management works. There are examples of these 
and other benefits in Greater Manchester. 

 
 (b) Reaching full potential in education and emplo yment 
 
5.2 By 2016 all Manchester school children will be learning about the value of 

nature in the city and the steps they can take to protect and enhance it. 
 
 (c) Individual and collective self esteem – mutual  respect 
 
5.3 Over 130,000 people have been engaged in biodiversity-related activities in 

their local areas, workplaces and schools, since 2005. Building on this platform 
will help to further ensure that Manchester residents and employees have pride 
in their city and continue to take positive action to support local biodiversity. 

 
 (d) Neighbourhoods of Choice 
 
5.4 Neighbourhoods with areas of natural environment provide opportunities for 

outdoor recreation, walking and cycling, can improve the general appearance of 
an area, and reduce levels of pollution which can lead to asthma and heart 
disease. 
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6. Key Policies and Considerations 
 
 (a) Equal Opportunities 
 
6.1 The Biodiversity Action Plan will help improve levels of biodiversity across the 

city including areas of deprivation. An area-based approach to the delivery of 
this plan, in line with the Council’s new structures, will ensure that resources are 
directed to areas of greatest need. 

 
 (b) Risk Management 
 
6.2 The Biodiversity Action Plan 2012-16 responds to commitments made in 

Manchester – A Certain Future and the Council’s Climate Change Delivery Plan 
2010-20, as well as national and European policy and legislation. Failure to 
deliver poses risks for the city’s biodiversity, reputational risks to the City 
Council and its partners, and risks associated with failing to adapt to climate 
change. 

 
6.3 To mitigate these risks the Action Plan is included as part of a broader 

programme of activity which has been established to deliver Manchester – A 
Certain Future (MACF) and the Council’s Climate Change Delivery Plan 2010-
20. Where activity is under the direct control and/or responsibility of the City 
Council, the Council’s Manchester Method project management system will be 
used to identify and manage risks. Where activity is not under the direct control 
and/or responsibility of the City Council, the Council’s Environmental Strategy 
Programme Board and the MACF Steering Group will support the Biodiversity 
Action Group as appropriate. 

 
 (c) Legal Considerations 
 
6.3 No legal issues identified at this time. 
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Introduction from Councillor Nigel Murphy 
Manchester produced its Biodiversity Strategy and its 
first five-year action plan in 2005 with the key aim to 
‘protect and enhance biodiversity in the city for current 
and future generations’. Since then we have made 
great strides towards this ambitious aim: we now have 
391 hectares of Local Nature Reserve compared to 
19 hectares in 2005; more than 130,000 people have 
attended nature-related events in the past six years; 
and we have found new and exciting places for the 
city’s wildlife to live, such as on green roofs in the city 
centre and in the Oxford Road Corridor. 

Part one of this action plan describes this success to 
date in more detail, setting out how the Biodiversity 
Strategy has galvanised city-wide action on 
biodiversity, forged new partnerships, enhanced 
conservation activity, and delivered new, innovative 
and exciting projects – all benefiting local communities 
and reflecting the importance of biodiversity in 
Manchester.

The past six years have also seen important 
developments in legislation and policy for biodiversity 
and the natural environment, at the local level right 
through to new national legislation and international 
agreements. And whereas 2005 saw much debate 
about the ifs, buts and maybes of climate change, in 
2011 there is growing acceptance and understanding of 
climate change as a man-made phenomenon. The 
Government, local authorities, businesses and 
individuals are now increasingly committed to taking 
concerted action to address the many challenges and 
opportunities that climate change presents. 

By now you will have noticed that this introduction 
talks about progress over the past six years, rather 
than the five-year period covered by the original action 
plan, 2005–10. The next plan covers the period 2012–
16, so what happened to 2011? We haven’t forgotten 
about it; indeed, Part One also includes the 
achievements we made in this period. However, 2011 
was a year of much change and uncertainty for all 
those involved in taking action on Manchester’s 
biodiversity, and it did not give us a firm footing from 
which to launch an ambitious plan for the next five 
years. Thankfully, as we look forward to 2012, the 
challenges and opportunities that lie ahead are much 
clearer than they were 12 months ago.

In producing this plan we have continued to adapt our 
approach and push the boundaries of what can be 
achieved with urban biodiversity, responding to the 
very different financial situation we all now find 
ourselves in at the end of 2011. We have worked hard to 
do this and are confident that this new plan is 
ambitious but deliverable. In Part Two you will find 
more details of our new approach as well as the new 
policy and legislative structures they will operate in.

Against this background, we will come on to the most 
important and exciting part of this action plan in Part 
Three: our commitments for the next five years. They 
are more stretching than in our last plan but are 
determined by practicalities that ensure they are 
deliverable. Crucially, they are designed in such a way 
to ensure that biodiversity action becomes an 
embedded part of the way Manchester works. 

As with Manchester’s climate change action plan, 
Manchester – A Certain Future, this is a plan for the whole 
city, written with the involvement of a great many 
organisations and individuals. I would like to take this 
opportunity to thank them for their active involvement. 
The plan’s success relies on an ongoing commitment to 
this collective action where the Council will continue 
to play its part to drive and co-ordinate action and 
make best use of its own resources to improve the 
city’s biodiversity.

Inevitably, over the next five years things will change 
again, new priorities will evolve and new challenges 
will arise. Our commitment to biodiversity, however, 
will not. The past six years have proved that the city’s 
residents, students, private businesses, public-sector 
organisations and charities place real value on our 
biodiversity and that they are committed to protect 
and enhance it as part of the city’s ongoing growth and 
regeneration. This plan will help us all to do that, making 
sure that a healthy, vibrant, natural environment will 
very much be part of Manchester’s certain future.

Councillor Nigel Murphy 
Executive Member for Environment 
Manchester City Council

January 2012
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Part 1:   
Our Achievements 2005–2011

Manchester recognises the importance of biodiversity and 
takes its commitment to nature conservation seriously. In 
a relatively short space of time, great strides have been 
made in conserving and enhancing the city’s biodiversity. 
This has been achieved through partnership working and 
delivering a wide range of inter-related biodiversity 
activity. The strategy has helped to establish 
groundbreaking initiatives that contribute positively to 
making Manchester a greener, healthier, sustainable city. 

The Manchester Biodiversity Strategy was published  
in 2005. It contained 20 actions and 57 targeted 
interventions relating to the five main objectives. 

The strategy has been implemented by a wide range of 
partners, with the Council providing a central role to 
drive and co-ordinate delivery. 

This section reports on the implementation of the 
agreed recommendations.

4 Biodiversity Action Plan 2012–2016
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138 parks

5 main rivers –  
Mersey, Irk, Irwell, Medlock, Bollin

8 Local Nature Reserves 

35 sites of biological importance 

40 allotment sites

30 biodiversity hot spots designated

18 Greater Manchester Biodiversity  
Action Plan (GMBAP) habitats recorded

16 GMBAP species recorded

130,000 people attending  

nature-related events since 2005

15.9 per cent tree cover across the city  
(the national average is 8.2 per cent) 

11,000  trees planted in one hour  
on 5 December 2009

47  orchards planted in the past ten years

39  Green Flag parks and cemeteries

450  is the age of the oldest tree  
in Manchester – a beech in Wythenshawe Park

25  green roofs with planning permission

0  the amount of timber waste going to landfill

Headlines from the Future
By 2016 Manchester will be a greener city with a more 
biodiverse landscape which is sensitively managed for 
wildlife. Our parks, school grounds, gardens, river valleys, 
roof tops and many other areas will form a rich mosaic of 
interconnected habitats where nature can thrive.  
Communities, residents and businesses will have better 
access to the natural environment and a greater 
understanding of its real value. Protecting and enhancing 
our biodiversity will simply be part of what we do, forming 
a critical part of a prosperous, healthy and greener Greater 
Manchester.

By 2016 Manchester will;

•    have a stronger network of local people actively 
recording nature. 

•    have a greater understanding of the value and extent 
of biodiversity in Manchester.

•  have over 520ha of designated Local Nature Reserve.

•    be teaching all our schoolchildren about the value of 
nature in the city.

•    be managing biodiversity appropriately in all our 
parks, open spaces and waterways. 

•   be designing biodiversity into the way that the city grows.

Manchester’s nature in figures 2011
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Objective 1
A full and systematic species audit was undertaken in order to establish a baseline of biodiversity in the city. 

For details of lead responsibilities and other parties, together with the rationale for original recommendations,  
refer to the Manchester Biodiversity Strategy.

Manchester Biodiversity Strategy 
recommendations

Summary of progress

Produce a data set and map of the habitats  
in Manchester

The Phase 1 Habitat Survey was successfully digitised 
by the GM Biodiversity Project. Another key success 
was the Manchester Tree Audit – a complete canopy 
survey illustrating the extent of tree cover in the city, 
completed in 2010.

Obtain the number of species found in Manchester Species records have increased with formal biodiversity 
assessments made on many key sites in Manchester. 
The most important advance is the establishment of the 
Greater Manchester Local Record Centre (LRC) in 2010.

The LRC currently holds 27,000 records of over 1,800 
individual species of plants and animals sighted in 
Manchester. Including 8 out of the 18 species of bat 
found in the UK and 43 priority bird species out of 59 
found in the UK. The levels of nature recorded show that 
Manchester is a city with healthy levels of biodiversity.

Produce a series of biological pollution indicators Much research work is still being undertaken on air 
quality and nature conservation (OPAL lichen study).

Comment: The development of the Record Centre is one of the most important breakthroughs achieved through the 
strategy. It will make significant long-term strides in data collation, monitoring and analysis, as will further research 
by local universities.
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Manchester Biodiversity Strategy 
recommendations

Summary of progress

To ensure biodiversity is sensitively managed in 
Manchester’s parks and open spaces

Biodiversity is now a key component of all park 
management and development plans. In 2009 the 
Medlock Valley Project received national recognition 
and won the Urban Regeneration category of the 
BURA Waterways Renaissance Awards. In 2011 
Manchester held the highest number (39) of Green Flag 
parks in the country, 20 more than anywhere else, and 
sensitive environmental management is a key criterion 
of Green Flag judging.

To reduce the amount of pesticides used in Manchester Work is ongoing to develop a clear corporate  
policy on the extent, need and range of pesticide  
usage in the city. 

To ensure no peat is used by Council departments  
or contractors

A ban on peat use for contractual work applies across 
the Council, and is encouraged on Council allotments. 
The Wildlife Trust for Greater Manchester is leading on 
peatland restoration projects across the region.

Comment: Much progress has been made in embedding biodiversity and an ecosystem services approach to land 
management and grounds maintenance practices city-wide. This is championed across Manchester by the Council 
and associated partners. Lines of accountability regarding peat and pesticides will be strengthened. 

Objective 2
Encourage partnership working to deliver innovative high- quality management practices across the city.

7Biodiversity Action Plan 2012–2016
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Manchester Biodiversity Strategy 
recommendations

Summary of progress

Implement awareness-raising projects on  
problem species

A major campaign on pigeons in the city centre  
was undertaken in 2006, encouraging less feeding. 
A project was also undertaken at Chorlton Water Park 
to discourage Canada Geese erosion in 2008, while 
practical removal of Japanese Knotweed has been 
undertaken on major initiatives along Moston Brook in 
north Manchester, Medlock Valley in east Manchester 
and across other city-wide parks and green spaces. 

Better protection given to species and habitats When the strategy was approved, Manchester had  
one Local Nature Reserve (LNR) covering 19 hectares.  
It now has eight LNRs, covering 391 hectares. 

The development of the Harpurhey Ponds remediation 
scheme is ongoing and phase one has been a great 
success, with more than £50,000 spent on rejuvenating 
the old mill pond network by the Irk Valley Project.

Major development in the city has yielded great 
biodiversity benefits, including the successful 
regeneration of the Vales of Moston, Blackley and 
Clayton, with more than £3million invested in 
environmental improvements.

The target to assess three SBIS annually has  
been achieved. 

Eradication of fly-tipping was an ambitious as a 
milestone. It has certainly been reduced through better 
access controls and surveillance, and work continues  
to fully eradicate it.

Comment: Practical protection through control of invasive plant species has been undertaken on a reactive basis. 
Major successes have been realised and provide excellent case studies for other sites with potential. 

Case Study: Local Nature Reserves
The designation of Local Nature Reserves (LNRs) is a key 
way of protecting wildlife habitats together with 
increasing public awareness and involvement of their 
local environment. 

Natural England recommends that people living in cities 
like Manchester should have one hectare of LNR per 
1,000 population. 

Before the strategy was approved in 2005, Manchester 
had one LNR covering 19 hectares. Manchester currently 
has eight LNRs covering more nearly 400 hectares, 
which equates to a 74 per cent increase in five years.

Objective 2: continued
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Manchester Biodiversity Strategy 
recommendations

Summary of progress

To raise awareness of biodiversity in Manchester Wildabout Manchester is the engagement, awareness 
and involvement side of the strategy, and was tied in to 
the 100 Days/Proud of Manchester campaigns. It has 
been a major success.

To encourage the communities of Manchester to look 
after the city’s biodiversity

More than 130,000 people have attended biodiversity-
related events and activities across the city since 2005.

Major partnership events such as BBC Breathing Places 
and the RSPB Manchester Peregrine Project have 
helped establish Manchester as a regional leader in 
environmental engagement, hosting nature-focused 
events such as Springwatch and Tree O’Clock, with 
many thousands of local people attending.

The Wildaboutmanchester website receives 4,000 
visits a month.

Manchester has designated 30 biodiversity hot spots in 
the past five years.

To encourage wildlife-friendly gardening Biodiversity has been fully integrated into Manchester 
in Bloom.

Objective 3
Promotion of biodiversity has led to a greater sense of ownership regarding the natural environment. The 
strategy provided a significant opportunity to show the importance of biodiversity across all sectors of society.

Case Study: Wildabout Manchester
A co-ordinated high-profile campaign to raise awareness and 
encourage public involvement in nature conservation activities 
developed to support the strategy, Wildabout Manchester 
continues to be a major success in the city, and is linked to the 
city’s overarching campaigns and events priorities. From 
small-scale walks and talks, to major events attracting many 
thousands of visitors (such as the Springwatch Festival of 
Nature, and Manchester Tree Party), Wildabout Manchester 
appeals to nature lovers of all ages, and has something for 
everybody. Over 130,000 people have been involved in 
innovative environmental engagement initiatives. 

Wildabout Manchester also provides an important tool for 
building capacity, and facilitates learning through practical 
action. The development of the Wildabout Manchester 
website, which receives on average 4,000 visits per month, 
makes a major contribution to sharing locally useful 
biodiversity information and raising awareness about nature 
in Manchester. 

“I am writing to say what a great day the Tree party 
at Heaton Park was. I am 11 and I enjoyed every bit of 
it. I enjoyed making a bird house most. My little 
sister enjoyed it so much that she was crying when 
she had to go – it was great!”
Sophie, aged 11
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Manchester Biodiversity Strategy 
recommendations

Summary of progress

To encourage schools to actively contribute to the 
protection of biodiversity

Biodiversity is a key element of the Eco-Schools 
programme. In 2009, Manchester launched its own 
Wildabout Nature Education Handbook. A one-stop 
shop for delivering curriculum-related science studies, 
it encourages self-led use of green spaces as outdoor 
classrooms. It has been made available for all schools 
and parks in the city. 

To encourage external partners to contribute to the 
protection of biodiversity through training

Red Rose Forest has established the Red Rose Forest 
Network, which has facilitated over twenty Land 
Management and related training courses, while 
GMEU has provided focused specialist sessions, from 
priority habitat and management for priority species, 
to sessions on data recording through the new Local 
Records Centre.

To encourage universities to become actively involved The Council has facilitated over fifteen student 
placements and projects that have contributed to a 
greater understanding of local biodiversity issues.

Comment: The launch of the Wildabout Nature Environmental Education Handbook is an important step to improve 
the long-term consistency of environmental education provision across the city’s schools, and goes beyond the 
original strategy target of providing a worksheet on biodiversity. 

Objective 4
This objective would increase knowledge and develop awareness and understanding of biodiversity, and would 
be undertaken at all levels, from primary and secondary to special needs and further education.

Case Study: Biodiversity in Education
Levenshulme High School’s thriving wildlife area was 
blessed with a wide variety of flora and fauna and was 
well used by pupils and staff for recreational and 
educational purposes. However, the future of the site 
was threatened by new construction work that was 
planned as part of the Building Schools for the Future 
programme.

Thanks to the commitment and passion of one teacher, 
the wildlife area was relocated to another part of the 
school grounds. The move involved transporting the 
existing pond, including all its wildlife and plants, to the 
new area and creating a shallow ‘beach end’ for birds to 
rest and bathe. Logs which had been felled in the 
grounds were placed around the edge of the pond, 
providing dark crevices and shaded areas for insect 
habitats. Other structures and plant life were planted to 
give shelter for animals such as wood mice, frogs and 
hedgehogs.

Since being moved to its new home, the wildlife area has 
continued to thrive and grow and provides a great 
learning opportunity for pupils. The move has also 

allowed students to examine the effects the 
construction work has had on the school’s ecosystem as 
part of their Science classes.
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Manchester Biodiversity Strategy 
recommendations

Summary of progress

Inclusion of biodiversity into the review of the Local 
Development Framework (LDF)

The core strategy of the LDF is due for adoption in 2012 
and contains clear policies for investment in green 
infrastructure.

To encourage wildlife-friendly development There has been significant biodiversity influence in the 
design of new schemes, as can be seen at New 
Islington Water Park in Ancoats, for example.

The target to achieve five green roof schemes over the 
course of the strategy was realised five times over. 
Over twenty-five schemes have now been approved 
across the city.

Promote importance of biodiversity in the 
development process

Briefings on sustainable development were provided 
for planners by the Environmental Strategy Team.

To realise funding opportunities for local biodiversity 
schemes and training

Seven new posts with a biodiversity element were 
created, including the Manchester People Engagement 
Officer for the RSPB. 

Over £1.65million has been spent on environmental 
improvements with a specific biodiversity benefit 
across the city. These include Cash grant schemes,  
park management, river valley improvements  
and private sector investment.

Objective 5
As well as incorporating biodiversity into new build, opportunities have arisen to secure funding for 
biodiversity-related projects. 

Case Study: Manchester Peregrine project
Established in 2007, the Manchester Peregrine Date With 
Nature project is a partnership between the RSPB, the 
BBC and Manchester City Council. Its aim is to raise 
awareness of the peregrine falcons in the city centre, and 
generate income from membership sales to the RSPB. To 
date, over 30,000 people have been engaged by the 
project, finding out about the city’s peregrines and 
biodiversity generally. 1,000 new RSPB members have 
been recruited since the project started. 

In 2010, the RSPB recruited a new Manchester People 
Engagement Officer and three additional staff to work on 
the project over the summer months. These are the first 
full-time official posts the society has had in the city since 
it was formed in Didsbury in 1889. The project helps 
advertise the city as a great place for nature, and has 
featured prominently on TV, radio and press.

“Every person who walks away from being ‘wowed’ 
by the peregrines feels something more about it; 
the project promotes protectiveness, ownership, 
understanding, and the love of nature.”
Clare Reed – RSPB Manchester  People Engagement Officer
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Part 2: 
A New Context for Biodiversity Action

According to Natural England’s State of the Natural 
Environment report in 2008, the richness and diversity of 
England’s natural environment is being steadily eroded.  
It is much less rich than 50 years ago and remains under 
pressure from a significant range of threats. The Lawton 
Review from 2010 goes further, stating that England’s 
current systems and structures for protecting nature  
are not fit for purpose and that we need a step change  
in our approach. 

What does this mean for Manchester? Should we rely  
on the Government to respond with new policy and 
legislation, and perhaps even press for international 
agreements on nature conservation? Or should we just 
focus on what we can do in our area, our city, our 
neighbourhood, our own back garden? The truth is that  
we need to do all of these things. We must recognise  
that action at one level is part of a much bigger picture –  
a global one, where our actions affect and are affected  
by what happens elsewhere in the world.

Manchester’s biodiversity and the natural environment do 
not exist in isolation from this bigger picture. Our wildlife 
does not sit neatly within local or indeed national 
boundaries; rather, Manchester’s natural environment is 
part of a much more complex global ecological network. 
Ensuring that we protect and enhance Manchester’s 
biodiversity has much value for our own residents and 
businesses, but also for those around the world, 
particularly where our natural environment can help to 
reduce the city’s contribution to climate change. Equally, 
we need to understand how activities outside the city’s 
boundaries can affect our biodiversity, and ensure that  
we are well prepared to respond to these impacts.

Understanding where biodiversity fits as part of this  
much wider system of cause and effect, and of policy and 
legislation, is key if we are to achieve our aims to protect 
and enhance it. This is the focus of Part Two, which provides 
an overview of the policy and legislative framework that 
the Biodiversity Strategy and this action plan are part of.
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International 
‘For the first time in history, over half the planet’s 
human population live in cities. By 2050 over 80 per cent 
of the global population could be based in urban areas.’  
(UNDESA 2010)

As our cities grow and expand to accommodate the 
ever-increasing world population, biodiversity is 
threatened and the important functions it provides  
us with are lost.

In 2007, at the G8+5 summit of environmental ministers 
in Potsdam, Germany, a joint initiative was launched to 
highlight the economic dangers of biodiversity loss and 
degradation. The 2010 Economics of Ecosystems and 
Biodiversity (TEEB) study helps to quantify the value of 
nature from a global economic perspective by looking at 
the value of ecosystem services.

Ecosystem services are the benefits that people obtain 
from ecosystems. Examples include food, freshwater, 
timber, climate regulation, erosion control, 
pharmaceutical ingredients, and recreational benefits.

The first phase of the TEEB study reported that poverty 
and the loss of ecosystems are inextricably linked, and 
that the roles of cities have a massive impact on the 
future of the natural environment. Good ecosystem 
services were found to be of immediate benefit to the 
poor, whose livelihoods often depend on substance 
farming, animal husbandry, fishing and informal forestry 
to survive.

The study concluded that the world has lost much of its 
biodiversity and that the consequences of this loss are 
pressing, as species and habitat loss is inextricably linked 
to human wellbeing.

In 2010 at the Convention of Biological Diversity in 
Nagoya, Japan, more than 190 countries, including the 
UK, agreed an ambitious plan to protect global 
biodiversity. The plan aims to ensure that by 2050, 
biodiversity is valued, conserved, restored and widely 
used, and that ecosystem services create a sustainable 
healthy planet and deliver essential benefits for all people.

Europe

The Conservation of Habitats and 
Species Regulations 2010

This legislation identifies the species and habitats that 
should be protected across Europe, and sets out the 
measures that need to be undertaken to protect them. 
The 2010 regulations replace the previous 1994 
regulations (and subsequent amendments) and 
consolidate all previous legislation into one document. 
The 2010 regulations include stronger protection for 
biodiversity on the grounds of disturbance to protected 
species and habitats, and removes defences against 
certain habitat damage or species injury claims.
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UK

The Natural Choice: Securing the Value 
of Nature 

The Government has set out the first natural 
Environment White Paper in 20 years, which aims to halt 
biodiversity loss in England by 2020. The White Paper 
looks at the connectivity of the natural environment, its 
role in terms of ecosystem services (flood attenuation, 
carbon capture etc) and highlights the need for a 
landscape scale approach to environmental 
improvement. 

There are four focus areas to the White Paper:

– Protecting and improving our natural environment

– Growing a green economy

– Reconnecting people and nature

– International and EU leadership.

Natural Environment and Rural 
Communities (NERC) Act 2006

Local authorities have a key role to play in the 
conservation of biodiversity and this is recognised 
within Section 40 of the NERC Act 2006, which states:

“Every public body must, in exercising its functions, have 
regard – so far as is consistent with the proper exercise 
of those functions – to the purpose of conserving 
biodiversity.” 

To actively implement this duty, Manchester City 
Council must show that:

– Biodiversity conservation and enhancement is 
appropriately integrated into departmental policies 
and activities

– All staff, managers and elected members understand 
how biodiversity issues relate to their decisions and 
actions

– It supports the Greater Manchester Biodiversity 
Action Plan and Local Records Centre

– Priority habitats and species are properly protected in 
line with statutory nature conservation obligations

– It has access to professional ecological experience and 
up-to-date biodiversity information

– It reports on progress towards national and local 
biodiversity targets.

Biodiversity 2020: a strategy for England’s 
Wildlife and Ecosystem services

A key goal of the new strategy, published in August 2011, 
is that by 2020, degradation will have been halted, 
biodiversity will be maintained and enhanced and, 
where possible, restoration will be underway. 

Other firm commitments of the strategy relevant to 
Manchester include: 

– Creating 200,000 hectares of new wildlife habitats 
by 2020 – this is equivalent to an area the size of 
Warwickshire

– Securing 50% of SSSIs in favourable condition, while 
maintaining at least 95% in favourable or recovering 
condition

– Encouraging more people to get involved in 
conservation by supporting wildlife gardening and 
outdoor learning programmes

– Introducing a new designation for local green spaces, 
to enable communities to protect places that are 
important to them.

The UK Biodiversity Action Plan (BAP)
The UK BAP was published by the Government in 1994 as 
a response to the Convention on Biological Diversity, 
which the UK became a signatory to in 1992. The 
Convention called for the development and enforcement 
of national strategies and action plans to identify, 
conserve and protect existing biodiversity and to 
enhance it wherever possible.

In England this approach has been championed by the 
England Biodiversity Group. Its priorities include:

– Protection of our best wildlife sites

– Promotion of the recovery of declining species and 
habitats

– Embedding biodiversity in all sectors of policy and 
decision-making

– Promotion and awareness-raising

– Developing an evidence base. 

In light of continuing biodiversity change, the 
Government published a revised list of priority habitats 
(2006) and species (2007). The lists are now adopted as 
the Section 41 statutory list in the NERC act to guide 
decision-makers in implementing the biodiversity duty.
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Greater Manchester
The policy framework set out in the previous section is 
mirrored by the framework in place at a Greater 
Manchester level. It recognises the critical role the city can 
play in delivering the objectives of the wider region and 
that the delivery of Manchester’s objectives are often best 
addressed through joint-working across the ten local 
authority areas.

Greater Manchester Strategy 2009–20
The strategy sets out Greater Manchester’s vision for 2020 
as one where we will have ‘pioneered a new model for 
sustainable economic growth based around a more 
connected, talented and greener city region in which the 
prosperity secured is enjoyed by the many and not the few.”

Greater Manchester Climate Change 
Strategy 2011–20

As with the Community Strategy’s ‘green city’ objective, the 
Greater Manchester Climate Change Strategy sets out in 
more detail what a ‘greener city region’ will look like and the 
action needed to deliver it. 

It recognises the challenges of climate change but also, 
critically, the opportunity it presents, particularly in the 
context of Greater Manchester’s broader objectives for 
sustainable economic growth and the need to share the 
benefits across the city region’s growing population. Action 
is targeted in five key areas: Buildings, Energy, Transport, 
Sustainable Consumption and Production, and Green 
Infrastructure.

Greater Manchester Green 
Infrastructure Framework

Green infrastructure describes the many different types of 
resources that make up our natural environment – trees, 
parks, gardens, river valleys and many others. It is a 
relatively new term, acknowledging that green 
infrastructure is not an optional extra when extra space or 
resources allow, but that green infrastructure will become 
as important as traditional infrastructure – transport, 
energy, water and others – and be critical for our towns, 
cities and whole countries to function effectively.

Based on a robust understanding of Greater Manchester’s 
existing resources and the opportunities for the creation of 
new ones, the Greater Manchester Green Infrastructure 
Framework sets out the four priorities for investment in 
green infrastructure: the Strategic Green Infrastructure 
Network, Economic Centres and Growth Points, 
Regeneration Priority Areas, and an Active Travel Network. 
The framework sets out how green infrastructure can add 
value to planned investment in each of the four priority 
areas, and have economic value in its own right.

The framework provides the means for co-ordinating green 
infrastructure activity, ensuring that it will be targeted 
towards the areas of greatest need and that this 

investment will provide the maximum return in relation to 
Greater Manchester’s social, economic and environmental 
objectives. Manchester will be involved in the production 
of an action plan for the framework in 2012 to ensure that 
the city’s Green Infrastructure Framework delivers against 
the objectives of both the city and the wider city region.

Greater Manchester Ecological Framework
The Greater Manchester Ecological Framework provides a 
more detailed understanding of Greater Manchester’s 
natural environment than the Green Infrastructure 
Framework, particularly with regard to its function of 
supporting a broad variety of wildlife. Analysis of the extent 
and distribution of habitats and land uses in 
Greater Manchester has shown that although the city 
region is biologically diverse, habitats generally occur in 
small patches and can be fragmented. 

In response to this, a number of Biodiversity Opportunity 
Areas have been identified, with specific recommendations 
in terms of both policy and physical interventions. They will 
be taken forward through the Green Infrastructure 
Frameworks at both Greater Manchester and Manchester 
levels, with specific actions also included in this action plan. 
Manchester’s Biodiversity Opportunity Areas include 
Moston Brook in north Manchester and Matthews Lane, a 
former landfill site in Gorton.

Greater Manchester Biodiversity  
Action Plan

The Greater Manchester Biodiversity Action Plan plays a 
key part within the UK Biodiversity Action Plan process by 
focusing on local priorities and implementing national 
biodiversity targets. It was reviewed in 2009 and updated 
with a new format and additional sections, including best 
practice and SMART targets. Within the plan there are 
currently 13 action plans covering specific habitats and 
species in Greater Manchester where targeted action is 
required to conserve them for the future.

This Greater Manchester Biodiversity Action Plan takes 
account of the latest Greater Manchester plan, although 
the original species and habitat audits undertaken in 2005 
remain relevant.
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Manchester

The Manchester Way 2006–15
By 2015 Manchester will be a world-class city, as 
competitive as the best international cities, and a green 
city, which is proud of its local and global environmental 
performance. This is the vision set out in Manchester’s 
Community Strategy, which recognises that being green 
needs to become part of the way the city operates if we are 
to achieve our objectives for sustainable economic growth 
and improved health and wellbeing. This embedded 
approach is critical to our success, ensuring that the city’s 
social, economic and environmental objectives are 
mutually supportive of one another.

Manchester – A Certain Future 2010–20
Manchester’s climate change action plan, Manchester – A 
Certain Future, sets out in detail what it means for the city to 
be green. By 2020 Manchester will emit 41% less carbon 
emissions than in 2005, and ‘low-carbon thinking’ will be 
embedded in the lifestyles and operations of the city. The 
plan also anticipates a much longer timescale – to 2050 
– and the need for Manchester to start to prepare now for 
the changes in climate that are expected. To achieve these 
objectives for 2020 and beyond, the city has committed to 
take action in five key areas: Buildings, Energy, Transport, 
Sustainable Consumption and Production, and Green 
Infrastructure.

Manchester Green Infrastructure 
Framework

Manchester’s Green Infrastructure Framework will be put 
in place in 2012, setting out how we will increase the 
quality and quantity of green infrastructure as part of our 
plans for the city’s ongoing growth and regeneration. The 
framework will be structured in three ways: Spatially, 
Thematically, and according to the type of green 
infrastructure.

For the first time, the framework will provide an 
understanding of the city’s current and potential future 
green infrastructure resources. It will also offer area-
specific detail on the resources needed to maintain the 
existing green infrastructure and create new where the 
opportunity exists.  

Spatially: there will be six spatial plans within the overall 
plan, made up of the city centre and each of the city’s five 
regeneration areas. This approach will ensure that a locally 
specific understanding of green infrastructure issues and 
opportunities can be established.

Thematically: green infrastructure can deliver a number of 
wide-ranging benefits. The Biodiversity Strategy is a 
thematic green infrastructure strategy, focused specifically 
on how to protect and enhance biodiversity across the city. 
The thematic strategies will be city-wide to enable a 
strategic understanding and approach to be established in 
relation to a specific issue.

Green infrastructure type: Manchester has many existing 
strategies that relate to specific types of green 
infrastructure, such as parks, river valleys and trees. Many 
remain relevant so the intention is not necessarily to 
replace or revise them where it is not necessary. Rather, 
placing them within a new Green Infrastructure 
Framework will help to understand what contribution 
they make to Manchester’s overall green city ambitions.

Manchester Core Strategy 2012–27
Manchester’s Core Strategy will provide a citywide 
planning policy framework to underpin the Community 
Strategy and enable its delivery. The same framework will 
also be at the heart of Manchester’s strategy for continual 
environmental improvement. This will take the form of the 
Climate Change Action Plan, the developing Green 
Infrastructure Framework and the Biodiversity Strategy 
and new Action Plan. 

At the time of writing, Manchester’s Core Strategy is 
undergoing a process of Public Examination. This makes it 
difficult to provide an absolutely definitive policy for 
‘Biodiversity and Geological Conservation’. However, while 
the final wording may change once the Core Strategy is 
adopted in 2012, the following summary provides a good 
indication of the likely content of the policy:

The policy will seek to maintain or enhance sites of 
biodiversity and geological value. It will give particular 
consideration to international and national designations, 
local sites (Sites of Biological or Geological Importance and 
Local Nature Reserves), trees, protected species, and 
priority habitats and species as identified in the Greater 
Manchester Biodiversity Action Plan and the Manchester 
Biodiversity Strategy.

The policy will also pursue the enhancement and 
restoration of existing biodiversity and geodiversity, and/or 
new habitat creation, where reasonable opportunities 
arise through development. If any development proposal 
has an adverse impact on biodiversity, this will need to be 
justified by the wider benefits of the proposal, and 
developers will be required to provide appropriate 
mitigation or compensation.

Please refer to the adopted Manchester Core Strategy 
2012-27 from 2012 for the approved policy.
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Part 3: 
The Action Plan 2012-2016 

Overview
You will see from Parts 1 and 2 that much has happened 
since the launch of the Biodiversity Strategy and the first 
five-year action plan in 2005. The city’s residents, private 
businesses, schools, universities, Government agencies, 
charities, the Council and its partners have all got together 
to protect and enhance Manchester’s biodiversity for 
current and future generations; and together we have all 
achieved a great deal. 

Where Manchester’s Biodiversity Strategy was a move by 
an innovative, forward-looking city committed to 
continually improve its environmental performance, a 
whole host of new research, policy and legislation has 
made biodiversity much more mainstream and shifted the 
goalposts for those who want to be leaders. 

This is a positive step, and one that has required us to think 
even harder about how Manchester can continue to stay 
ahead on biodiversity. We are confident this action plan 
will help us do that.

Concern about climate change and a greater interest in 
nature is fuelling public activity in the natural environment. 
In 2009/10 alone, over 20,000 people attended BBC 
Springwatch and Tree Party events in the city. 
Manchester’s Green Fix consultation in 2010 found 95 per 
cent of respondents were concerned about possible loss of 
wildlife in Manchester.

We could not launch an action plan at this time without 
recognising the challenging financial climate we currently 
find ourselves in – one where reduced budgets are an issue 
for the public sector, the private sector and individuals 
alike. However, resources will always be an issue for all 
kinds of action plans; where they are not, then it is more 
than likely the plan is not ambitious enough. Ours is, and 
we will embrace this opportunity to be creative about how 
we take action to benefit the city’s biodiversity. 

We will need to be smarter about how investment in 
biodiversity delivers not only environmental benefits, but 
social and economic ones too. We know that it does, and 
we will get better at measuring these impacts as part of 
Manchester’s Green Infrastructure Framework, which will 
be put in place in 2012. And we will take the opportunity to 
work together even better as a city of stakeholders – 
organisations and individuals – committed to improving 
Manchester’s biodiversity. 

For this action plan the four original objectives of the 
Biodiversity Strategy have been revised to take account of 
the key changes set out in Part 2 of this document and the 
input of stakeholders involved in producing this plan.

 The four objectives are:

–  Biodiversity conserved and enhanced as part of a 
changing climate

–  Biodiversity integrated into sustainable development

–  Sustainable management of the environment for 
biodiversity

–  Nature significantly contributing to quality of life, health 
and wellbeing.

When devising the actions that will deliver these 
objectives, it is clear that any single action might easily 
contribute to one, two, three or all four objectives. To take 
account of this crossover and to assist in managing and 
co-ordinating the plan’s delivery, it has been structured 
into four specific action types or areas of activity. 

The four areas of activity are:

–  Managing sustainably

–  Involving creatively

–  Protecting strongly

–  Enhancing appropriately.

17Biodiversity Action Plan 2012–2016

Manchester City Council 
Executive

Appendix 1 - Item 7 
    18 January 2012



Updated Objectives

Objective 1: Biodiversity conserved and 
enhanced as part of a changing climate

“If the definitive industrial city can create a low-carbon 
future, there will be no city in the world that can claim 
climate change is ‘too difficult’ to deal with.”  
Sir Richard Leese, Leader of Manchester City Council 2009

In 2009, Manchester developed and adopted its Climate 
Change Action Plan – ‘Manchester: A Certain Future ’. The  
key aims of the plan are to reduce CO2 emissions by 41  
per cent by 2020, and to engage with all individuals, 
neighbourhoods and organisations in Manchester  
to effect behavioural change and adapt lifestyles  
and operations to cope with climate change. There is 
widespread recognition within the action plan that green 
infrastructure conservation and enhancement will help 
us adapt to climate change, and will facilitate the positive 
use of biodiversity and green infrastructure to deal with 
the effects of climate change on our natural environment.

Key performance activities 2012–2016:
 ‒ Develop set of guiding values in relation to urban 

biodiversity and climate change

 ‒ Develop strong research initiatives to assess climate-
change impact on GI and biodiversity.
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Objective 2: Biodiversity integrated into 
sustainable development 

“The measure of any great civilisation is its cities, and 
a measure of a city’s greatness is to be found in the 
quality of its public spaces, its parks and squares.” 
John Ruskin, Philosopher

Manchester City Council recognises the potential impact 
that development has on biodiversity. It will support and 
encourage good practice through the planning process in 
Manchester to realise opportunities for biodiversity. The 
Council will ensure that, in exercising its functions, it will 
have regard to the purpose of conserving biodiversity in 
line with the NERC duty 2006. 

Key performance activities 2012–2016:
 ‒ Ensure GI and biodiversity policies are embedded 

within strategic regeneration framework 
masterplans

 ‒ Ensure biodiversity is a key component of city-wide 
Environmental Master Planning

 ‒ Promote the importance of biodiversity through the 
planning process.

 ‒ Establish appropriate LDF policies to protect and 
enhance green infrastructure and biodiversity

Objective 3: Sustainable management of 
the environment for biodiversity

“There will be more green spaces, gardens and green 
roofs across the city.” 
Headlines from the future, Manchester:  
A Certain Future, 2009

Manchester City Council has responsibility for the 
conservation and enhancement of biodiversity across its 
land holding, managing over 160 parks, open spaces and 
river valleys in the city, as well as managing numerous 
grounds maintenance contracts for cemeteries, 
nurseries, and care establishments. 

The wider city partnership, which includes statutory 
bodies and the private sector, maintains other large 
areas of land, rivers and flood plains, from golf courses 
to gardens.

Key performance activities 2012–2016:
 ‒ Develop research into habitat and species change and 

establish distribution patterns in Manchester 

 ‒ Develop innovative and robust recording mechanisms

 ‒ Provide biodiversity management guidance and 
training for the wider city partnership

 ‒ Ensure biodiversity is managed sensitively in 
Manchester’s parks, open spaces and waterways

 ‒ Develop a strategic plan to improve the management 
of Sites of Biological Importance 

 ‒ Assess of low-cost/no-cost sustainable alternatives 
to routine maintenance on Council land to enhance 
biodiversity.
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Objective 4: Nature significantly 
contributing to quality of life,  
health and wellbeing
“A park in the East End of London would probably 
diminish the annual deaths by several thousands, and 
add several years to the lives of the entire population.”  
London Registrar, births deaths and marriages, 1839

From childhood to old age, nature plays an important, 
restorative role in community cohesion and a significant 
part in improving our health and wellbeing. The Green 
Fix: Valuing Manchester’s Nature survey, undertaken in 
2010, yielded more than 2,000 responses. 94 per cent of 
respondents were interested in Manchester’s wildlife, 89 
per cent believed it relevant to their lives, and 95 per cent 
were concerned about the possible loss of biodiversity in 
Manchester. Nature can play an important part in 
improving collective and individual self-esteem and can 
contribute to the provision of interesting, well-managed 
neighbourhoods. Awareness of the environment is a key 

educational component of programmes like Eco-Schools, 
and nature will continue to play an important role at all 
levels of formal education. 

Key performance activities 2012–2015:
 ‒ City-wide promotion and awareness-raising of 

biodiversity 

 ‒ Investigate the potential for new partnerships with 
city-wide health practitioners, from healthcare 
partners to the business community

 ‒ Development of research opportunities into climate 
change and biodiversity, and the effects of GI and 
biodiversity on health and wellbeing 

 ‒ Develop new partnerships with residential and social 
care agencies in order to promote and utilise the 
restorative value of biodiversity

 ‒ Improve access to the environment for schools

 ‒ Develop an online biodiversity resource.
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Delivery arrangements
This Biodiversity Action Plan has been developed by the 
Manchester Biodiversity Action Group, a broad 
partnership comprising statutory agencies such as 
Natural England and the Environment Agency, through 
to community and volunteer-focused groups such as the 
Sustainable Neighbourhoods Action Group. It has been 
based on a combination of those partners who were 
involved in delivering the first action plan from 2005 to 
2011, and groups new to the biodiversity agenda that are 
keen to be involved.

This broad, inclusive partnership has had a key role to 
date and will continue to have a key role in delivering this 
new plan. This approach not only recognises that action 
on biodiversity is the responsibility of the city’s many 
stakeholders, but also that we can achieve more by 
working together than individually. 

Central to this approach is the need for strong co-
ordination and a transparent system for monitoring, to 
ensure that the plan’s delivery is on track and that the 
city achieves all it can with the resources available. 
Manchester City Council will provide this central 
co-ordination role as part of the Biodiversity Action 
Group, which will remain in place to provide an overview 
of activity and ensure that key partners continue to 
work together.

The Council is also a key delivery partner in this action 
plan. Services such as parks and street tree 
management are delivered across the city, but within a 
new Council structure where area-based teams have 
been put in place for each of the five regeneration areas 
and the city centre. These teams will work with the 
Environmental Strategy Service and Biodiversity Action 
Group to ensure that specific local biodiversity issues are 
addressed and opportunities are realised.

Resources
All activity in this action plan has been agreed through 
discussion with the Biodiversity Action Group, the 
Council and with other partners. While it is currently 
understood that most activity can be achieved with 
existing organisational capacity, shortfalls may occur in 
light of the current financial climate. The Council and its 
partners will work to mitigate this risk by close working, 
ensuring that our collective resources can be directed to 
the areas of greatest need and where we will see the 
greatest return on investment. Where resource gaps are 
identified, the Council will work with the Biodiversity 
Action Group and other partners to secure additional 
resources, wherever possible.
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Monitoring, reporting and review
Manchester has made a strong commitment to protect 
and enhance its biodiversity for current and future 
generations. Where this is happening it is important that 
success is celebrated to spur the city on and to engage 
other stakeholders to take part in collective action on 
biodiversity. However, activity won’t always go to plan 
and it is important that we are transparent about this so 
we can understand the reasons why and work together 
to get our activities back on track. As part of its central 
co-ordination role, the Council will work with its partners 
to report to the following groups: 

Manchester –  
A Certain Future Steering Group

This is the independent stakeholder group established to 
oversee the delivery of the city’s climate change action 
plan and represent the views of the city’s many groups of 
stakeholders. It will receive updates on biodiversity and 
green infrastructure to help steer activity, invite other 
stakeholders to participate, and help promote success.

Environmental Strategy Programme 
Board, Manchester City Council

The Board is chaired by the Council’s Deputy Chief 
Executive for Neighbourhoods and is responsible for 
overseeing the delivery of the Manchester City Council 
Climate Change Delivery Plan 2010–20, which includes 
biodiversity and green infrastructure commitments. The 
Board will provide a scrutiny and performance 
monitoring role in relation to these commitments.

Greater Manchester – Green 
Infrastructure Steering Group

The Greater Manchester Green Infrastructure Steering 
Group is responsible for overseeing the delivery of the city 
region’s Green Infrastructure Framework. Manchester 
will report its biodiversity and green infrastructure 
activity to this group to help ensure alignment with 
Greater Manchester objectives and identify opportunities 
for joint-working with other local authorities.

Local Records Centre
The ability to have a one-stop shop for recording nature in 
the city has been realised. Manchester has had a key 
catalytic role in establishing Greater Manchester’s own 
Local Records Centre (GM LRC). Working in partnership 
with Natural England, the Environment Agency and 
Greater Manchester Ecology Unit, the Council has helped 
fund delivery of the area’s first dedicated Wildlife Records 
Centre, which has recently been established and 
completes the network of LRCs covering the north west 
of England. The Records Centre promotes wildlife-
recording across the ten districts of Greater Manchester: 
Bolton, Bury, Manchester, Oldham, Rochdale, Salford, 

Stockport, Tameside, Trafford and Wigan. Working in 
partnership with Natural England, the Environment 
Agency and the Greater Manchester Ecology Unit, 
Manchester has played a key role in the establishment of 
a Greater Manchester Local Records Centre (GMLRC). The 
Centre promotes wildlife recording across the ten 
districts of Greater Manchester: Bolton, Bury, 
Manchester, Oldham, Rochdale, Salford, Stockport, 
Tameside, Trafford and Wigan.

Records of over 1,200 species from 81 sites within 
Manchester have already been inputted and form the first 
step towards the setting up of a comprehensive database. 
This will enable the current distributions of species to be 
accurately mapped, important sites that require 
protection to be identified, and future changes in 
distributions – due to climate change and other 
environmental factors – to be monitored. Key to the 
success of the GM LRC project is the establishment of a 
recording network across Manchester that will feed 
records into the LRC. Work has started on building links 
with the many people who are already actively engaged in 
wildlife recording across Manchester. A series of training 
workshops (including bird identification in the Mersey 
Valley) were run in 2010 across Greater Manchester, 
aimed at improving people’s species identification skills, 
and encouraging them to submit records. 

One of the major milestones of the LRC project was 
achieved in September 2010 with the launch of the LRC 
website www.gmwildlife.org.uk funded primarily by 
Manchester City Council. The website aims to enthuse, 
inform and engage the public about wildlife and recording 
across the ten districts of Greater Manchester. As well as 
providing an online facility for submitting records directly 
to the LRC, in time it will build into a valuable resource of 
information on sites and species. 
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Biodiversity and SBIs
In 2007 biodiversity was introduced into the 
performance framework for local government. Indicator 
197 measured the performance of local authorities (LAs) 
for biodiversity by assessing the implementation of 
positive conservation management of local sites (in 
Manchester they are known as Sites of Biological 
Importance, or SBIs). The indicator related to the 
influence LAs have on SBIs, and the measures and 
procedures involved in ensuring effective conservation 
management is introduced to, and acted upon, by SBI 
owners and managers.

After revision of national indicators in  2011, the 
biodiversity dataset remains in the new  single data list 
established by Government and continues to be 
reported on.

How are Sites of Biological  
Importance defined?

An SBI is a defined area, identified and selected locally for 
its substantive nature conservation value, taking into 
consideration the most important and the most distinctive 
species, habitats, geological and geomorphological 
features within a national, regional and local context. It 
may also have an important role in contributing to the 
public enjoyment of nature conservation.

Meeting good performance stimulates positive 
biodiversity outcomes on the ground. Assessing the 
extent of positive management will identify sites where 
positive management is lacking, and will help to focus the 
efforts of the SBI Partnership (managed by the Greater 
Manchester Ecology Unit) in ensuring SBIs are managed 
and their biodiversity value is maintained or enhanced.

How many SBIs does Manchester have?
Manchester currently has 35 SBIs, covering over 300 
hectares, 48 per cent of which are deemed to be in active 
conservation management. Manchester has a target to 
increase the number of SBIs in active conservation 
management by up to five per cent annually. 
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Action Plan 2012–2016 
Area of activity: Managing sustainably for biodiversity

Focus on: Climate Change

Focus on Lead Partners Target New/Ongoing Complete by

Adapting to climate 
change

Manchester City 
Council

Universities To produce guidance on the impacts of climate change for 
biodiversity and good-practice approaches for helping 
biodiversity adapt to climate change

New

Manchester City 
Council

AGMA To map GI networks city-wide to support LDF Spatial Planning New

Manchester City 
Council

To carry out a co-ordinated land audit of the City Region to 
assess current and potential uses 

New 2012

Universities Manchester City 
Council

To develop research initiatives aimed at identifying 
opportunities for long-term biodiversity resilience to the effects 
of climate change 

New

EA To undertake research into water flows and flooding in the  
city and identify opportunities for biodiversity enhancement

New

Manchester City 
Council

EA To identify and implement best practice in waterways 
management to improve water quality and biodiversity

New

Manchester City 
Council

Manchester 
Museum

Universities

To work with partners to bridge gaps in knowledge, identify 
best practice and increase understanding to deal with 
biodiversity adaptation to climate change, including historical 
research 

New

Manchester City 
Council

To identify sustainable and innovative options to  
increase the amount of green space in the city,  
eg, underused land, green roofs

Ongoing

Mitigating climate 
change

RRF Manchester City 
Council

To investigate extent, availability and possible uses of biomass New 2012

  Indicates work is continuous.
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Area of activity: Managing sustainably for biodiversity
Focus on: Land Management

Focus on Lead Partners Target New/Ongoing Complete by

Parks and  
open spaces

Manchester City 
Council 
EA

RVI LWT RRF G/W

BW

To ensure biodiversity is sensitively managed in parks, 
open spaces, cemeteries and waterways across the city

Ongoing

Manchester City 
Council

RVI LWT RRF G/W

WT

All site management plans to incorporate appropriate 
biodiversity management 

Ongoing

Manchester City 
Council

GMEU LWT To ensure that management advice for priority habitats 
and species is provided for land managers and relevant 
staff

Ongoing

GMEU RRF Manchester 
City Council

Biodiversity training made available for all Manchester City 
Council land managers

Ongoing

Manchester City 
Council

GMEU To develop ‘managing land for biodiversity’ guidance New 2013

Manchester City 
Council

To reduce the amount of pesticides that are used across 
the city on Manchester City Council land

Ongoing

Manchester City 
Council

LWT To ensure no peat is used by the Council, contractors and 
supported services

Ongoing

Manchester City 
Council

GMEU LWT RVI EA To map and manage invasive species where practicable Ongoing

Manchester City 
Council

Biodiversity management embedded into grounds 
maintenance contracts

New

Rivers and canals EA To achieve good ecological status for all Manchester’s 
rivers in line with EU Water Framework directive

Ongoing 2027

EA Trialling of grass-cutting adjustments on riverbanks and 
biodiversity improvements to flood basins

New 2012

  Indicates work is continuous.
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Area of activity: Managing sustainably for biodiversity
Focus on: Land Management

Focus on Lead Partners Target New/Ongoing Complete by

Rivers & Canals EA Manchester City 
Council

To investigate opportunities for biodiversity enhancement 
as part of Water Framework Directive and Manchester 
Flood Risk Strategy

Ongoing

Manchester City 
Council

EA Where possible, to realise the Mersey Life vision in 
Manchester

New

Canals & Rivers 
Trust

To investigate feasibility of biodiversity enhancements 
along canal network

New 2013

School grounds Manchester City 
Council

LWT GW WT MEEN To improve access to nature in school grounds – schools 
biodiversity audit

New 2014

Manchester City 
Council

LWT MEEN To support schools to deliver strategic plans for improving 
school grounds for biodiversity

Ongoing

Manchester City 
Council

Consideration given to use of sustainable energy 
alternatives that support the delivery of the Climate 
Change Action Plan and enhance biodiversity

Ongoing

Council buildings Manchester City 
Council

To investigate opportunities for adjusting maintenance to 
improve biodiversity in and around the built environment

New 2013

Manchester City 
Council

RSL To investigate opportunities for adjusting maintenance  
to improve biodiversity provision with registered social 
landlords and private landowners

Ongoing

Golf courses GMEU To improve knowledge for golf course staff by increasing 
biodiversity awareness

New 2012

  Indicates work is continuous.

26Biodiversity Action Plan 2012–2016

Manchester City Council 
Executive

Appendix 1 - Item 7 
    18 January 2012



Area of activity: Managing sustainably for biodiversity
Focus on: Land Management

Focus on Lead Partners Target New/Ongoing Complete by

Sites of biological 
importance

Manchester City 
Council

GMEU LWT To provide biodiversity guidance, advice and assistance for 
SBI landowners and land managers

New

Manchester City 
Council

To ensure annual five per cent improvement on SBIs in 
active conservation management in line with Defra 
guidance

New

Manchester City 
Council

To develop a management and reporting system for SBIs New 2012

GMEU Three SBIs revisited and reassessed annually Ongoing

Manchester City 
Council

To identify opportunities for new SBIs city-wide Ongoing

Woodland 
management

Manchester City 
Council

To ensure biodiversity  priorities are embedded into 
Manchester Tree Strategy

Ongoing 2012

RRF To investigate feasibility of Certification across the city’s 
significant woodlands

New 2013

Manchester City 
Council

RRF RVIs To encourage production of long-term management plans 
for all Council-managed woodlands

Ongoing

Highways and 
verges

Manchester City 
Council

To develop biodiversity checklist for use with all agreed 
contract works

New 2014

Manchester City 
Council

Glendale 
Manchester 
Contracts

Biodiversity embedded into grounds maintenance 
contracts

Ongoing

Manchester City 
Council

Trialling of grass-cutting adjustments and better 
biodiversity design and management, including 
roundabouts and roadside verges

Ongoing

  Indicates work is continuous.
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Area of activity: Managing sustainably for biodiversity
Focus on: Data and Mapping

Focus on Lead Partners Target New/On Complete by

Data and 
mapping

GMEU Manchester City Council Continued development and management of Local 
Records Centre and website

Ongoing

GMEU Manchester Museum To encourage engagement with new data-gathering 
audiences, including universities, schools and 
communities through newly developed website

New

GMEU SLBG LWT EA FC To encourage agreements with statutory agencies, 
organisations and special interest groups for  
data exchange

Ongoing

Universities GMEU LWT Co-ordination and support of biodiversity research 
and recording work undertaken by other bodies 
ensuring consistent communication

Ongoing

GMEU Data links developed between Manchester LRC and 
National Biodiversity Network gateway

Ongoing

Manchester 
City Council

LWT LRC To encourage establishment of biodiversity Data 
Network city-wide, including 25 trained recorders

New 2014

Manchester 
City Council

EA LWT Continued collection of species and habitat 
information city-wide

Ongoing

Manchester 
City Council

GMEU Continued identification and monitoring of 
Manchester SBIs through surveys and mapping

Ongoing

Manchester 
City Council

Manchester Museum To develop focused bio blitz projects city-wide New

OPAL Manchester Museum 
Manchester City Council

Continued delivery and promotion of OPAL-focused 
natural science surveys 

New 2013

  Indicates work is continuous.
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Area of activity: Managing sustainably for biodiversity
Focus on: Data and Mapping

Focus on Lead Partners Target New/Ongoing Complete by

Woodland Trust Continued input and monitoring of Manchester’s Top Trunks 
tree database in line with Ancient Tree Hunt

Ongoing

Manchester City 
Council

To compile a database of community orchards across the city New 2013

GMEU Manchester 
City Council

Universities To develop new habitat and species-mapping initiatives New

Museums and 
libraries 

To manage and promote the links between world-class 
natural science collections, the LRC and city-wide 
communities

Ongoing

Museums and 
libraries

Long-term care and improved access to world-class natural 
science collections and associated data

Ongoing

GMEU Manchester 
Museum

To collaborate on historical data analysis project on climate 
change and species

New 2012

Manchester 
Museum

GMEU Manchester 
City Council

To collect voucher specimens that support biodiversity, data 
management and interrogation capabilities

New

Manchester City 
Council

Manchester 
Museum  
GMEU

To develop of partnership projects between Manchester 
Museum, the Council and GMEU

Ongoing

Manchester City 
Council

Manchester 
Museum

To encourage wider innovative access to biodiversity-
focused information 

New

  Indicates work is continuous.
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Area of activity:  Protecting biodiversity strongly
Focus on: Planning, Policy and Legislation

Focus on Lead Partners Target New/Ongoing Complete by

National Manchester City 
Council

All To input into the development and implementation of 
national biodiversity legislation, policies and strategies 
through mechanisms like core cities

New

Manchester City 
Council

All To contribute to EU targets of no net loss of biodiversity  
across Europe by 2020

Ongoing

Manchester City 
Council

To fully comply with the NERC duty of 2006 where the 
Council and public bodies must in exercising its functions 
have regard to conserving biodiversity 

Ongoing

Regional Manchester City 
Council

GMEU To ensure biodiversity targets in Manchester are updated 
in line with national and regional targets 

Ongoing

GMEU All To support the delivery of the Greater Manchester 
Biodiversity Project and GM BAP

Ongoing

GMEU All To support the delivery of GM ecological framework 
objectives, including biodiversity opportunity areas

Ongoing

Manchester City 
Council

To support the delivery of biodiversity objectives through 
the Regional Environment Commission

Ongoing

Manchester City 
Council

To ensure biodiversity enhancement is considered through 
the delivery of subregional spatial strategies

Ongoing

  Indicates work is continuous.
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Area of activity: Protecting biodiversity strongly
Focus on: Planning, Policy and Legislation

Focus on Lead Partners Target New/Ongoing Complete by

Local Manchester City 
Council

LWT To take account of biodiversity in the development and 
delivery of the Manchester LDF and regeneration 
framework

Ongoing

Manchester City 
Council

To deliver strong biodiversity-focused policies through  
the LDF

Ongoing

Manchester City 
Council

To ensure appropriate enforcement action when breaches 
affecting biodiversity occur

Ongoing

Manchester City 
Council

All To ensure biodiversity is taken into account in 
development briefs and plans in accordance with the guide 
for development in Manchester

Ongoing

Manchester City 
Council

All To implement management for biodiversity on sites in 
accordance with planning conditions 

Ongoing

Local Nature 
Reserves 

Manchester City 
Council

All To achieve Natural England Target of one hectare of LNR 
per 1,000 population

New 2012

Manchester City 
Council

To designate where possible one new LNR per year Ongoing 2015

Manchester City 
Council

To report to Defra annually on progress against the 
biodiversity indicator

Ongoing

  Indicates work is continuous.
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Area of activity: Involving people creatively with biodiversity
Focus on: Community Engagement, Partnership Working

Focus on Lead Partners Target New/On Complete by

Communication 
networks

Manchester City 
Council

All To engage with and develop partnerships in order to 
promote and raise awareness of biodiversity 

Ongoing

Manchester City 
Council

All To establish the Manchester Biodiversity Action Group  
to oversee delivery of the strategy 

New

EA To establish local Rivers Trusts where appropriate New 2012

Canals & Rivers 
Trust

To facilitate canal adoption scheme New 2013

Young and old Manchester City 
Council

 SNAG To develop new partnerships to encourage the use of 
nature for improving health, quality of life and  
community cohesion

New

Manchester City 
Council

To produce guidance on the benefits of nature, quality of  
life and wellbeing 

New 2013

Manchester City 
Council

To develop Biodiversity Audit of adult families and social  
care properties 

New 2013

Manchester City 
Council

To provide advice and guidance for establishment 
managers on low-cost biodiversity improvements

New

Manchester City 
Council

To develop sensory gardens within establishments  
where appropriate

Ongoing

  Indicates work is continuous.
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Area of activity: Involving people creatively with biodiversity
Focus on: Community Engagement, Partnership Working

Focus on Lead Partners Target New/On Complete by

Manchester City 
Council

All To develop programme of talks and on-site activity, 
including wildlife friendly gardening, volunteer tree 
wardens etc

Ongoing

Manchester City 
Council

LWT GW To investigate opportunities for environmental  
vocational training

Ongoing

Wildabout 
Manchester 

Manchester City 
Council

SNAG To deliver a year-round package of nature-focused events 
and activities throughout the city as part of the Proud of 
Manchester campaign

Ongoing

SNAG All To work with local communities to increase involvement, 
management and interpretation of biodiversity in  
public spaces

Ongoing

Manchester City 
Council

All To ensure biodiversity contributes to Manchester being  
a world-class green city by increasing the number  
of award-winning initiatives 

Ongoing

Manchester City 
Council

All To use all the city’s green and blue spaces as a vehicle to 
promote the value of nature across the city

Ongoing

Manchester City 
Council

To update and expand the Wildabout Manchester website Ongoing

SNAG All To promote and raise awareness of biodiversity for the 
communities of Manchester 

Ongoing

RRF GMEU SNAG To develop biodiversity-focused training events for 
communities across the city

Ongoing

  Indicates work is continuous.
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Area of activity: Involving people creatively with biodiversity
Focus on: Community Engagement, Partnership Working

Focus on Lead Partners Target New/On Complete by

Manchester City 
Council

All To encourage community involvement in biodiversity  
management through the designation of five biodiversity 
hot spots annually

Ongoing

Museum and 
libraries

All To promote biodiversity through interpretation, displays 
and exhibitions across the city

Ongoing

BTCV LWT SNAG RVIs 
Manchester City 
Council RRF

To encourage volunteer involvement in nature-focused 
activity across the city 

Ongoing

Manchester City 
Council

BBC ITV Radio To utilise a full range of media opportunities to promote 
and raise awareness of biodiversity in Manchester

Ongoing

RSPB To deliver the Manchester Peregrine project Ongoing

Education Manchester City 
Council

RVI MEEN LWT To encourage schools to establish and maintain school 
wildlife areas and use them for curriculum-based study

Ongoing

Manchester City 
Council

RVI MEEN To ensure city-wide use of Wildabout Manchester 
Environmental Education pack

Ongoing

Manchester City 
Council

To provide three updated activity sheets for all pack- 
users annually

Ongoing

Manchester City 
Council

RVI MEEN Biodiversity incorporated into Eco-Schools and 
Sustainable Schools Programmes

Ongoing

Manchester City 
Council

RVI MEEN LWT To provide teacher-training opportunities to encourage 
use of natural environment as an outdoor classroom

Ongoing

  Indicates work is continuous.
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Area of activity: Involving people creatively with biodiversity
Focus on: Community Engagement, Partnership Working

Focus on Lead Partners Target New/On Complete by

Manchester City 
Council

RVI MEEN LWT To provide Forest Schools opportunities across the city New 2013

Manchester City 
Council

RVI MEEN To promote the value of biodiversity through the Eco-
Schools Forum and MEEN

Ongoing

Community 
Guardians

Manchester City 
Council

SNAG To promote the value of biodiversity through the network 
of Community Guardians

Ongoing

Manchester City 
Council

All To facilitate nature-related study in all schools across the 
city, including wildlife surveys

Ongoing

In Bloom Manchester City 
Council

To focus on biodiversity within Manchester gardening 
competition

Ongoing

  Indicates work is continuous.
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Focus on Lead Partners Target New/On Complete by

Manchester City 
Council

All To enhance biodiversity provision across the city parks  
and open spaces

Ongoing

Manchester City 
Council

All To increase coverage of public GI in the city Ongoing

Manchester City 
Council

All To increase number of Green Roof schemes across the city Ongoing

Manchester City 
Council

All Designation of more LNRs and SBIs Ongoing

CWT To ensure that Cotteril Clough SSSI remains in good/
favourable condition 

Ongoing

EA To encourage making space for water campaign Ongoing

Manchester City 
Council

To create of new ponds and better management of water 
for wildlife across the city

New 2014

Manchester City 
Council

Red Rose Forest To plant over five kilometres of new hedgerow Ongoing 2015

Manchester City 
Council

Red Rose Forest To increase tree coverage in Manchester Ongoing

Manchester City 
Council

To create improved connectivity between green spaces Ongoing

Manchester City 
Council

To develop new and sustainable wildflower areas on 
underused green space where appropriate

Ongoing

Manchester City 
Council

All To integrate biodiversity enhancements into Britain  
In Bloom projects

Ongoing

Manchester City 
Council

All To increase number of biodiversity hot spots city-wide Ongoing

Area of activity: Enhancing biodiversity
Focus on: Conserving and Enhancing Biodiversity

  Indicates work is continuous.
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Glossary
Biodiversity The variety of animals and plants on earth.

Conservation The protection of plants and animals.

Ecology The relationship between the air, land, water, 
animals, plants etc.

Ecosystem All the living things in an area and the way 
they affect each other and the environment.

Ecosystem services The benefits people obtain from 
ecosystems. Examples include food, fresh water, timber, 
climate regulation, flood attenuation, erosion control, 
pharmaceutical ingredients and recreation.

Endemic A species originated and only found in the UK.

Fauna Animals

Flora Plants 

Green infrastructure The living network of green 
spaces, water and environmental systems in, around 
and beyond urban areas.

Habitat The natural surroundings in which an animal or 
plant usually live.

Invertebrate An animal without a backbone.

Species A set of animals or plants in which the 
members have similar characteristics to each other and 
can breed with each other.

Sustainable Causing little or no damage to the 
environment and therefore able to continue for  
a long time.

Abbreviations
AGMA Association of Greater Manchester Authorities

BAP Biodiversity Action Plan

BTC British Trust for Conservation Volunteers

BTO British Trust for Ornithology

CWT Cheshire Wildlife Trust

DEFRA Department of Environment,  
Farming and Rural Affairs

GMBAP Greater Manchester Biodiversity Action Plan

GMBP Greater Manchester Biodiversity Project

GMEU Greater Manchester Ecology Unit 

GMLRC Greater Manchester Local Records Centre

LDF Local Development Framework

LNR  Local Nature Reserve

LWT Lancashire and Greater Manchester Wildlife Trust

NERC Natural Environment and Rural Communities 
(NERC) Act 2006

PPG Planning Policy Guidance

PPS Planning Policy Statement

RRF Red Rose Forest

RSPB Royal Society for the Protection of Birds

RSL Registered Social landlord and  Housing trusts

RVI River Valley Initiatives

SBI Sites of Biological Importance

SLBG South Lancashire Bat Group

SNAG Sustainable Neighbourhoods Action Group

SSSI Site of Special Scientific Interest

TEEB The Economics of Ecosystems and Biodiversity

TWT The Waterways Trust

UDP Unitary Development Plan

UKBAP United Kingdom Biodiversity Action Plan

UNDESA United Nations Department of Economy  
and Social Affairs
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Partners
The Manchester Biodiversity Action Plan has been 
developed in partnership with:

 ‒ BugLife

 ‒ CityCo

 ‒ Community Network for Manchester

 ‒ Environment Agency

 ‒ Forestry Commission

 ‒ Greater Manchester Biodiversity Project

 ‒ Greater Manchester Ecology Unit

 ‒ Greater Manchester Local Records Centre

 ‒ Groundwork Manchester Salford, Trafford,  
Stockport and Tameside

 ‒ Irk Valley Project

 ‒ Manchester Airport

 ‒ Manchester City Council

 ‒ Manchester Metropolitan University

 ‒ Manchester Museum

 ‒ Manchester University

 ‒ Medlock Valley Project

 ‒ Mersey Valley Countryside Warden Service

 ‒ Moston Brook Project

 ‒ Natural England

 ‒ OPAL

 ‒ Red Rose Forest

 ‒ Royal Society for the Protection of Birds

 ‒ The Wildlife Trust for Greater Manchester  
and Lancashire

 ‒ Tree Council

 ‒ University of Manchester

 ‒ Canals & Rivers Trust

All images copyrighted Manchester City Council or Adrian Dancy.
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For more information on biodiversity in Manchester,   
visit www.wildaboutmanchester.info

68381 – Manchester City Council 2011
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